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Dun & Bradstreet Wholesale Food Price Index— 1948 to Date 
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BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES—Continued 
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{(Thowrands of dollars) 


iebttii 


s,s of 


dol 


ties 
lars} 


New England: 


Main€.scercass 
New Mampshire. 
Vermont. .scees 
Massachusetts. 
Connecticutee. 
Rhode isliand.. 


Tota! New Eng! 
Middie Atlan 
New Yorkwcceoces 
New Jers@ye.<«. 
Pennsytvenia. 


fote!l Middle 


East North 
hl Osecsecsecs 
Indi an@eeccere 
liitmols.... 
Michigane... 
Wisconsine.. 


Tote! East No. 


West 
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LOWBn sen censes 
Missourleseses 
North Dakota... 
South Dakota... 
Nebr ask@...ee- 
KA@NS OS eereccsene 


Total West No. 
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United States Failures by States—February 1950 


South Atlant 


Maerylande.cees 
Delaware..... 
District of Co 
Virginia.. 
West 
North 
South Caer 
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Flor ideecscose 


Total South A 


East South 


Kentuckyeceee 
Tennessee... 
Alabamé@.s.cece 
Mississtopi.. 
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West South 


ATK ANS @Senene 
JEL ANOMBsceses 
Lou 'S1an@eces 
Texas... 
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Failures by Industrial Groups and Size of Liabilities—February 1950 
bruery 195¢ January to February 1950 


Number Per urrent loteal 


ent Liab. 
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Failures by Federal Reserve Districts by Divisions of Industry——February 1950 


fablltities i ++ 


ot dotters) 
thotesate 


lrade 
Tr 4ce 


January to 


Number 


Commercial 


rrer 


t Farlurer per 10 OOO tnteror 


2ervice 


-urrent 
Liab. 





febrvuery 1949 


Per Current Total 


Lent Liab. Liat 


23,034 


62 
1,904 
4,942 
10,826 
6,000 


598 
8,471 
14,102 
17,683 
6 . OOO 


Total 
United States 
No. urrent 
Liab. 


1,640 
5,57 
875 
1,829 
B24 
Y6/ 
2,255 
850 
106 
IIA 
1,816 
; 
4,798 


22,186 
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IN TWENTY-NINE REGIONS 


EASTER PROMOTIONS BOOST RETAIL TRADE 


Laster promotions helped to boost 
the total volume of retail trade in the 
first two weeks of March, although it 
was somewhat below that of the com- 
parable period a year ago. 

The Dun’s Review Regional Trade 
Barometer, measuring the flow of trade 
in retail channels in terms of the 1935- 
1939 average, rose 4.9 per cent in Feb- 
ruary to 289.8 (preliminary). This 
barometer, adjusted for seasonal varia- 
tions and for the number of business 
days in the month, was 1.3 per cent 
above the 1949 level. 

The dollar volume of retail trade in 
February approximated $9.2 billion. 
This compared with $8.9 bilhon spent 
by consumers in February of 1g4g and 
with $9.5 billion in January of this 
year. The decline trom the preceding 


month's level was partly seasonal and ° 


partly due to strikes. 

The final barometer for January of 
276.8 reflected a rise of 1.7. per cent from 
the December level. It was 2.6 per cent 
below the 284.2 barometer of January 
a year ago. 

The barometers for most of the re 
yions were above the previous month’s 
level. The sharpest monthly rises were 
14.9 per cent in the Chicago Region 
(11) and the Detroit Region (12) and 
11.4 per cent in the Milwaukee Region 
(13). The most pronounced declines 
from the December level were to.0 per 
cent in the Portland and Seattle Region 
(27) and 9.3 per cent in the Denver 
Region (25). 

Decreases from a year ago were more 
numerous than increases. The largest 
year-to-year drop was 9.2 per cent in 
the Portland and Seattle Reyton (27). 
The second largest drop was 4.8. per 
cent in the Salt Lake City Region (26). 
Marked increases from last year’s levels 
occurred in the Texas Region (24) with 
a rise of 6.4 per cent and the Kansas 
City Region (17) with a rise of 6.0 
per cent. 
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TRADE BAROMETER 
JANUARY 1950 


PtOCEN 1 AGE 

CHANGES FOOM A TEAR AGO 
[_]tetow —4 £7777} 0 10 =a 
So to +4 BBR ++ 0 +8 


REGIONAL TRADE BAROMETER COMPARISONS 
Adjusted for Seasonal Variation 
(1935-1939 = 100) 
Change 
Jan. from Jan. 
1Q49 Jan 1g49Y 


Chang: 
from 
1949 Dec. 1949 


Comparison 
with 
U.S. 


193y 
Retail 


Sale Ss - 
REGION 


United States 276.8 


Too 8 
. New England 
. New York City 
. Albany, Utuca and Syracuse 
. Buffalo and Rochester 
Northern New Jersey 
. Philadelphia 
. Pittsburgh 
§ Cleveland 
Cincinnati: and Columbus 
. Inchanapolis and Louisville 
. Chicago 
. Detroit 
Milwaukee 
Minneapolis and St. Paul 
. lowa and Nebraska 
. St. Lours 
Kansas City 
Marviand and Virginia 
North and South Carolina 
Ajanta 
Florida 
Memphis 
New Orleans 


Texas 


ind Birmingham 


. Denver 
Salt Lake City 
Portland and Seattle 
.. San Francisco 
Los Angeles 
. Re vised 
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Region I 

JanvArY—Barometer rose slightly in 
month, 2.8°., above a year ago; 20.3°, be- 
low U. S. Portland wholesale volume 
10°, below a year ago, New Haven down 
2°.,; Providence volume up 2° 

Fresruary—New England department 
store sales 3°, below a year ago; Boston 
sales 2°, below a year ago. Industrial 
production and employment steady with 
a year ago. Inventories down. Collec- 
tions less prompt than 1949. 


Region 2 
JaNvARY-——Barometer rose sharply, 
slightly below a year ago; 15.7°., below 
U. S. New York City wholesale vol- 
ume approximately even with a year ago, 
sridgeport 5°, above 1949. 
hkepruary—New York City depart 
ment store sales 7°, below a year ago; 
apparel sales down 12 Manutacturing 
output even with previous month, mod- 
erately below a year ago. Employment 
down. Collections slower than 1949. 


Region 3 
Janvuary—Barometer dipped fraction 
ally, very slightly below 1949; 1.0°. be 
low U.S. Albany wholesale volume un 
changed from 1949 level; Utica down g 
Syracuse down 12 


. 


—Syracuse department store 
below a year ago. Manutactur 
ing production dipped slightly. Order 
volume increased moderately. Employ 
ment down in month, below 1949. Col 
lections less prompt than a year ago. 


FEBRUARY 


sales 1 


Region 4 
JaNcaryY—Barometer increased 2.0°., 
slightly below a year ago; 1.4°., below 
U.S. 
below 1949 level; Elmira up § 
volume slightly above 1949. 

Fearvuary—Buftalo and Rochester de 
partment store sales 4 


Rochester wholesale volume ¥ 


- Buffalo 


below a year ago. 
Buffalo steel output at 100.1°", of capacity. 
Buffalo flour production 3.6°. above a 
vear ago. Collections less prompt than a 


year avo. 


Region 5 
lanvuARY-—Barometer lowest of all re 
gions, slightly below a month and a year 
S. barometer. 
tor Newark 2 
Employment below 1940. 
Newark department store 


avo; 22.7 helow LU. 

ha . A 
W holesale volume helow 
a vear ago. 


best 


| , 
saies fy Sieeteas 


\RY 


a vear ago. Manutactur 


ing inventor 
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ics an order volume stea ty 


with both 


4 month ago and a year ago. 

: ao _~ RS per pd “Bet Col 
ndustriai output pelow 1949 i¢vel Ol- 
ections slower thx 
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The Dun's Review Regional Trade Ba- 
vometers are designed to reflect changes 
im consumer purchases of commodities in 
the United States and 29 regions. A de- 
scription of the barometer and back fig- 
ures ave avatlable without charge. 

The regional trade summaries ave based 
upon data collected and weighed phy the 
local Dun & Brapstreet offices. Depart 
ment store sales, reported by the Federal 
Reserve Distrut Banks, are for the four 
weeks ended February 25, 1950. 





Region 6 
JANUARY—Barometer increased moder 
ately in month, 1.7°, above 1949; 2.9° 
below U.S. Wholesale volume for Phila 
delphia and Reading 10°. below a year 
ago, Wilmington down 8 
Fesrvary—Philadelphia department 
store sales 11°. above a year ago; women s 
apparel store sales 7°, below a year ago. 
Philadelphia steel production at 68.5°7, of 
capacity. Collections less prompt than a 
year ago. 


Region 7 

|aNuARY—-Barometer moderately above 
a month ago, slightly below 1949; 5.8 
below U.S. Pittsburgh wholesale volume 
14°, below a year ago, Youngstown down 
12°., Charleston down 8 

Fearuary—Pittsburgh department 
store sales 6°, below a year ago. Pitts 
burgh steel output at 54.9”. of capacity, 
Wheeling at 92.6°.,, Youngstown 73.8°.. 
Employment down moderately. Collec 
tions slower than 1949. 


Region 8 

JANvuARY—Barometer rose 9.2°., some- 
what below a year ago; exceeded U. S. 
by 5.6 Cleveland wholesale volume 
2°. below a year ago, Akron down 1°), 
Toledo volume 10°”, below 1949. 

Fesruary—Cleveland department store 
sales 6°, below a year ago, Toledo sales 
down 11°., Akron down 7 Cleveland 
steel production at 94.4°., of capacity. 
Employment down. Collections slightly 
slower than in 1949. 


Region 9 
Sarometer increased moder 
ately, fractionally below a vear ago; 11.6 
above U. S.. Cincinnati and Columbus 
wholesale volume 7°. and 5 


JANUARY 


_above a 
year ago respectively. 

EBRUARY—Cincinnati department store 

2°. below a 


year ago, Columbus 


; down 6 Manufacturing produc 
tion and employment almost unchanged 


trom a year Collections somewhat 


a 
AYO 


less prompt than in 1949. 


NAL SUMMARY 


Region 10 

JanuaRY—Barometer rose slightly in 
month and year; 14.8°., above U.S. In- 
dianapolis wholesale volume 9°, below a 
year ago, Louisville down 5°.; Fort 
Wayne volume 2°. above 1949. 

Fesruary—Indianapolis department 
store sales 9°, below a year ago, Louisville 
sales down 4 Industrial output and 
employment dipped slightly, somewhat 
below a year ago. Order volume down. 
Collections slower than 1949. 


Region 11 

JanuakY—Barometer rose sharply in 
month, very slightly above a year ago; ex- 
ceeded U.S. barometer by 2.7°... Chicago 
wholesale volume 3°/, above 1949; Spring 
held volume down 10° 

Fresruary—Chicago department store 
sales 3°, below a year ago. Chicago steel 
at 95.9°., of capacity. Manufacturing pro 
duction and order volume rose slightly. 
Employment even with 1949. Collections 
slower than in 1949. 


Region 12 
JanuARY—Barometer co nsiderably 
above month ago, moderately above 1949; 
13.5°., above U.S. Detroit wholesale vol- 
ume 3°, above a year ago; Grand Rapids 
volume down 15°., Saginaw down 6 
Fesruary—Detroit department store 
sales 3°, below a year ago. Detroit steel 
production at 98.4°., of capacity. Auto 
mobile production 10.3°., above a vear 
aso. Employment down. Collections 
less prompt than a year ago. 


Region 13 

January—Barometer rose sharply, 
slightly below a year ago; exceeded U. S. 
barometer by 16.2 Milwaukee whole 
sale volume 8°, below 1949, Green Bay 
; Madison up 3° 

Fexsuary—Milwaukee department 
store sales 5°. below a year ago. Manu 
facturing output slightly below a year ago. 
Order voiume rose fractionally. Employ 
ment somewhat below 1949 level. Col 
lections slower than a year ago. 


down 10 


Region 14 
Janvary—Barometer increased frac 
tionally, 4.5°. below 1949; exceeded U. S. 
by 4.9 Minneapolis and Duluth whole 
sale volume 5 below a year ago, St. 
Paul down 1 
fe BRUARY- 


tillings down 4° 
Department store sales in 
the Minneapolis Federal Reserve District 
11° above 1949 level. Minneapolis flour 
production 0.4° below a year ago. 
ployment dipped slightly. 
slower than a year ago. 


lem 
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Region 15 
Janvary—Barometer fractionally above 
a month ago, very slightly below a year 
ayo; above U. S. Des Moines 
wholesale volume 6°, above 1949, Omaha 
up 2°; Sioux City down 5 
Fresruary—Retail dollar volume ap 
proximately even with a-month and a year 
ago. Industrial production and employ- 
ment slightly below a year ago. Inven 
tories even with month ago. Collections 
less prompt than in 1949 


6.5°. 


Region 16 

Janvuary—Barometer appreciably below 
preceding month's level, somewhat below 
a year ago; 5.5°., below U. S. barometer. 
St. Louis wholesale volume 5°. below 
1949. Employment dipped slightly. 

Frsruary—St. Louis department store 
sales 4°,, below a year ago. St. Louis steel 
production at 85.6°.. of capacity. Manu 
facturing output slightly below a month 
and a year ago. Order volume down. 
Collections slower than 1949. 


Region 17 
JANUARY—Barometer up sharply, 6. 
year ago; above U. S 
Kansas City and Wichita wholesale vo 
ume 3°. above a year ayo, Oklahoma City 
up 5°, St. Joseph up 7 

FepruaARY—Kansas City department 
store sales 4 
down 


above a 16,2 


below a year ago, Wichita 
: ( Ik lahom 4 


Hour 


. Tulsa down 10 
City 
below 1949, Wichita down 5.9 


City even. Kansas output 
10.7 


. oF ; i 
_-ollections siower than 1940. 


Region 18 

JaNUARY——Barometer slightly above 
a month and a year ago; 2.2°., above U.S. 
Raluumore wholesale volume even with 
i949; Nortolk up 3 Richmond and 
-Washington volume down 5 

Fepruary—Baltimore department store 
sales 7 below a year apo, W ashington 
sales down | Richmond cigarette out 
put somewhat below 1g49 level. Employ 
ment moderately below 1g4g. Collec ions 


less prompt than a year a: 


Region 19 
£ 

RY Barometer mci 
i month, een 
eeded &. S. by 
vholesale volums 
harlotte up 7°; R 
Reta 


RY i 


monotn, moderatety 
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Region 20 
JANUARY—Barometer 
month, slightly above 1949; 35.3°., above 
U.S. Atlanta wholesale volume 20°, be 
low a year ago, Birmingham and Nash- 

ville down 5°; Savannah up 4 

Fresruary—~Atlanta department store 
sales 10° , above a year ago, Nashville sales 
up 4°., Augusta up 3 Birmingham 
down | Steel Gutput at 79.0°, of ca- 
pacity. Employment steady. Collections 
less prompt than a year ago 


rose 9.0°. in 


Region 21 

JanvARY—Barometer dipped traction 
ally, 4.1°, below a year ago; 25.0°, above 
U.S. Jacksonville wholesale volume 8° 
above a year ago, Tampa up 10°; Miami 
volume 15°, below 1949. 

Fesruary—Jacksonville department 
store sales 2°. above a year ago, Miami 
sales almost unchanged. Manutacturing 
production and employment fractionally 
below 1949 level. Order volume steady. 
Collections slower than 1949. 


Region 22 
jJaNUARY—Barometer rose moderately, 
very sligh 
U. S. barometer by 21.0 


volume tor Memphis 3 


tly below a year ago; exceeded 
Wholesale 
below 1949, L_it- 
tle Rock volume down & 

Fepruary—Memphis department stor« 
sales 2 Little Rock 
Manutacturing output 
and employment steady in month, below 
ago. Inventories down 
tions slower than 1949. 


above a year ago: 
sales down 12 


vear Collec 


Region 23 
JANUARY—Barometer increased trac 
tionafly in month and year; 28.1", above 
U.S. barometer. New Orleans wholesale 
volume approximately even with a year 

avo; Jackson volume down 5 
Fepruary—New Orleans department 
store sales 2° Loujsi- 
above 
Over-all industrial output be 
iow a year ago. Employment steady. Co! 
lections slower than in 


above a year ago. 
ina crude oil production 12.4 


iYay jevei. 
IG 44). 


i 
Region 24 
lanvary—Barometea highest of al! re 
1s, down 2.0 In menth, siightiy above 
above | S 

' 
below a vear ago, Houston 
. El Paso up 


Pepruary—Dallas department store 


‘ ' 

QO: 25.9 Dallas wholesale 
olume 2 
ioOwn 7 5 
above a year ayo, Fort Worth up 
Antonto up 


output 10.1 be 


sales 4 
Houston up 6° .. San 


17 lexas crude oll 
ow a year ago. Collections somewhat less 


prompt than a vear avo 


Region 25 

|ANUARY—Barometer dropped consider. 
ably in month, fractionally below a year 
ago; exceeded U. S. barometer by 3.9 
Denver wholesale volume 11°, below 
1949, Albuquerque down 5°). 

Fesruary—Denver department store 
sales 5°, below a year ago. Manutactur- 
ing production steady in month and year. 
inventories slightly below a year ago. 
Employment dipped fractionally. Collec- 
tions less prompt than in 1949. 


Region 26 

JanuARY—Barometer decreased moder- 
ately in month, somewhat below 1949; 
exceeded U. S. barometer by 9.0 Salt 
Lake City wholesale volume 7°. below a 
year ago. Employment down. 

Fresruary—Salt Lake City department 
store sales 10°”, above a year ago. Indus- 
trial production and order volume ap- 
proximately even with month ago, below 
1949 level. Inventories steady. Collec 
tions slower than a year ago. 


Region 27 
JaNnvaRY—Barometer tell sharply, well 
below 1949 level; 6.1 above U.S. Se 
attle wholesale volume ro 
Portland 
Spokane down 5 


below a year 
ago, down 7°., Tacoma and 

Fresruary—Seattle department store 
sales 5°, above a year ago, Portland sale: 
Spokane up to Seattle. 
Tacoma flour production 28.8°. below a 
year ago, Portland down 46.8 Collec 
tions less prompt than in 1949. 


| 


up = 


Region 28 

jANUARY—Barometer very slightly be- 
low previous month, 0.7°, below 1949: 
5.2°. above U.S. San Fraricisco whole 
sale volume 6°, below a year ago, Fresno 
unchanged; Sacramento up 10 

Finruary—San Francisco department 
store sales 5°, above a year ago, Oakland 
sales up 2 Industrial output slightly 
above 1949 level. Employment up in 
month, below a vear ago 
prompt than a year ago 


Collections less 


Region 29 
jJaNvARY—Barometer rose slightly in 
above a year avo: exceeded 
U. S. barometer by 


month, 2.gG 


y, Los Angeles 
} Pp} : = - ' | ~~ | 
ana pOCnIX wWhoiesar VOiulinc 5 DCIOYV 


/ 
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1949 level, San Diego down 2 

F exnrvary—Los Angeles depai 
store saiecs 2 
12 above 1949. Califor 


below a year ayo, oan 
sales 
O1 production 4 De 
“orployment steady 


than in 1949 
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